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It’s official!

SCMD building purchase finalized

MARCIA HORA - THE STAPLETON ENTERPRISE

The March Chamber business of the month is Frey’s
General Store. Pictured, l-r: Shawna, Cindy and Steve
Frey.

MAGGIE POTTER

Stapleton Cooperative Market & Deli shareholders now own the building. Paperwork was signed Monday morning,
March 2, at Scott Abstract Company in North Platte. Pictured seated are Kristy Opela, former owner of the building
and Heather Harwager, SCMD board of directors president. Back row, l-r: Cindy Frey, board treasurer; Robin Garlett,
board vice president; Pam Schaeffer, store manager; Marcia Hora, board secretary; and Dan Beckius, board of director. Not pictured, board of directors, Jason Trimble and Tom Johnson.
The Stapleton Cooperative Market & Deli Board
of Directors is pleased to
announce the purchase of
the store building from
Kristy Opela. The transaction took place Monday,
March 2, at Scott Abstract
Company in North Platte.
SCMD opened March 12,
2017, after Stapleton had
been without a grocery
store following the closure of Main Street Market & Deli. The building,
inventory, and personal
property was auctioned
off at a sale conducted in
November of 2015. The
building was purchased
by Don and Judy Christofferson and steering committee members purchased some of the personal property with the

intention of re-opening
the business as a grocery
store.
Jim Crandall, Associate
Director of the UNL Nebraska Cooperative Development Center worked
with the steering committee through the process of
forming a cooperative, instituting a board of directors, and selling shares.
There are currently 172
shareholders invested in
the store with a total of
342 common and preferred stock.
Kristy Opela later purchased the building from
the Christoffersons and
allowed the use of the
building for the grocery
store rent free for three
years.
The Board of Directors

launched a capital campaign as the end of the
three year period loomed
closer. To date, $29,100.00
has been raised through
donations and additional
shares to go towards the
purchase price of the
building. Shares continue
being sold and donations
are welcome.
“The smiles on our faces
in the picture says it all,”
said Heather Harwager,
SCMD board of directors
president. “This has been
a goal of our board for the
last three years. Many
times during that time we
have struggled trying to
look beyond month to
month. Our hard work,
and the work of our manager, Pam Schaeffer and
employees, has paid off.

We are now able to celebrate in owning the building. We could not have
done it without the support of the people in our
community
and
surrounding area. Our work
and goal of the board is to
continue to strive to improve the store for our
supporters and community.”
Your
patronage
is
greatly appreciated and
we invite you to stop in
and see what your hometown grocery store has to
offer.
The third annual shareholders meeting will be
Tuesday, March 17, at
6:30 p.m. at the Stapleton
Community Center. Corn
beef and cabbage will be
served.

Primary Election, May 12
The filing deadline has
passed for the May primary election in Logan
and McPherson Counties.
A rundown of local filings
includes:
Logan County
County Commissioner,
District 2: Incumbent
Robert Doyle will face
Gary Faling. Both candidates are Republicans and
this race will be decided
in the Primary election.
County Commissioner,
District 3: Incumbent
Scott Gaites, Republican
has filed for his seat. Kenneth D. Kramer, Democrat, has also filed. These

two candidates will advance to the General election.
School District R-1: Incumbent school board
members,
Kimberley
Kramer, Kristy Opela, and
Rex A. Walz, are all seeking re-election. These
three candidates will auto
advance to the General
election.
Village of Stapleton: The
terms of Wayne Hora,
Larry Vasquez, and Bryan
Rooney, are up for election.
Village of Gandy: The
terms of Kenneth Jividen,
Diane Wonch, and Jacob

-- News Briefs -Scholarship
Blood Drive
The scholarship blood drive
has been set for Wednesday,
March 25, in the Stapleton
High School gymnasium. It
will run from 9:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m.
Please call 308-636-2252 to
schedule an appointment or
see any Student Council
member.
Walk-ins are welcome and
needed.
Remember - hope begins
with you. We need your help
in making this drive a success.

Fish Fry Friday
Fish Fry Friday will be held
March 20 in the St. John’s
Church basement and March
27 in the St. Agnes Parish
Hall. Serving begins at 5:30
p.m. and features handbreaded fish fillets. Mac and
cheese will be new this year.
Homemade fries, salads and
desserts are also on the
menu. The public is welcome
and all proceeds go to
Knights of Columbus charities.

Obituary
• Kevin Radcliffe

Schrock, are up for election. Kenneth Jividen has
filed.
Incumbent village board
members have until July
15 to file for board positions. The deadline for all
others is August 1.
McPherson County
County Commissioner,
At Large: Incumbent Carl
L. Rundback, Republican,
will face Kim R. Blake, Republican, in the Primary
election. The winner will
advance to run against
Jeffrey J. Arensdorf, Democrat, in the General
election.

Board of Education –
McPherson
County
School District #90: Incumbents Lana K. Albrecht-Watson and Christena R. Schultis are seeking re-election. Josh O.
Streiff and Chad W.
Fisher have also filed. All
four candidates will automatically advance to the
General election. Three
members will be elected.
The 2020 primary election is May 12.
Other offices on the ballot will include President,
U.S. Senate, U.S. House,
and State Senate.
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Frey’s General Store is
the featured Stapleton
Area Chamber of Commerce ‘Small Town Life,
Plus A Whole Lot of Conveniences’ business of the
month.
The store has been a
main stay on Main Street
for many years. Derb and
Lewellyn Frey purchased
the store in 1979 from
Mike and Alice Hanna.
Their son, Steve, started
hauling propane a year
prior to the purchase and
Mike Hanna taught him
what he needed to know
about the business. It was
an easy transition when
the business was purchased and Steve began
working for his parents.
This led to the eventual
purchase of the business
by Steve and his wife,
Cindy, who had been
helping in the store. The
Frey’s purchased the theatre building that shared
a wall to the south and
this allowed more room
for expanded inventory.
The store is filled with
eclectic items and the
Frey’s have not only filled
the store with antiques
and collectibles, but it has
carried over to their
home in Stapleton.
“We have everything for
farm and home,” Cindy
said. “If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”
Steve runs a 50-mile radius propane route, is the
only driver, and serves
many customers.
A tanning bed was
added in 2002 and The
Sun Loft offers tanning
packages.
Storage units were constructed in 1998 with Pat
Keslar. Four different
sizes of units are available
and there is a waiting list.
The front of the theatre
building was remodeled
in 2017. This one bedroom, one bath with
kitchenette, is available

for rent by the day or
week. The rental features
antiques from the Stapleton community.
Mill Iron Campground
was upgraded in 2017
and is located at 503 E
Street. It has seven full
service hook-ups and is
available April through
October.
The Frey girls, Steph
and Sondy, grew up working in the store. Steph is
married to Greg Miller
and they live near Lincoln. Sondy and husband,
Wayne, live in Mayfield,
Kentucky. Shawna continues to work in the store
and ride shotgun in the
propane truck.
Steve and Cindy are
both
Stapleton
High
School graduates, as are
their three daughters,
they have lived their entire life in Stapleton and
wouldn’t change a thing.
“We’re grateful to the
community for their
years of support,” Cindy
said. “When our daughter, Steph, was stationed
in Iraq and we flew to
meet her in Germany for
her two-week rest and relaxation in 2004, people
rallied around to help us.
January is a very difficult
month for us to get away
because of propane deliveries. Dan Beckius got an
okay from co-op to run
the truck if needed. Ashley Doyle worked the
store. My parents, Bill and
Zola Karn, kept Shawna.
Volunteers took care of
our chores. That’s the
kind of community we
have.”
The Frey’s are active in
St.
John’s
Catholic
Church. Cindy is treasurer of the Stapleton Cooperative Market & Deli
board of directors and is
president and treasurer
of the Stapleton Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Weather

Index

DATE
HI
LOW
MT
25
49
24
0.13
26
28
9
0.10
27
32
8
0
28
40
24
0.05
29
53
27
0
1
64
29
0
2
54
22
0.05
Total February moisture was
0.61” Total February snow was
9.3”. Coldest February temperature was -10 degrees on the 20th.
Coldest February wind chill was
-12 on the 22nd.
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