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Who is buried in McPherson’s grave? Golf course looking
MARCIA HORA
Who moved the body of
Major General James
McPherson
from
his
grave in Ohio and why?
That question has been
circulating for nearly 25
years since a headstone
shows him as being
buried in the Loup Valley
Cemetery
located
10
miles west of Stapleton.
There have been calls to
residents in the Stapleton
area wanting to know
about the gravesite. People have stopped in Stapleton on their way to the
cemetery and some have
even suggested conspiracy theories on how he
ended up being buried in
Logan County, Nebraska.
Find-A-Grave had the
marker listed on its website, that is until it was
taken down.
Daniel Frodsham sought
to find answers in a
March 10, 2006 post on
Genealogy.com entitled,
“James Birdseye McPherson Grave in Nebraska.”
In his blog he said, “I
was recently visiting a
cemetery and saw a tombstone that interested me,
so I took a picture and
came home to look him
up. He is listed as buried
elsewhere. The tombstone
reads – ‘Civil War General
James B. McPherson,
killed in action near Atlanta, GA in 1864, Reintured (sic) 1907.’
The
grave is in the Loup Valley
Cemetery between Stapleton and Ringgold. It is located in Logan County,
Nebraska. Some websites
have the cemetery listed
in McPherson County. I
checked with the county
seats and it is actually in
Logan County. McPherson County is right next
door to Logan, and was actually named after James
McPherson. I am no relation and have no connection to James McPherson.
I like the mystery and am
looking into this in my
spare time. My general interest is who dug him up
and why… Also at the
gravesite is a bronze
marker with ‘GAR.’ In the
near future I intend to go
look at the cemetery
records and see if I can
find any more and will
post information here.”
It appears Frodsham
must have hit a dead end
as there were no comments or other posts on
the forum.
Incorrectly marking a
grave can create serious
problems. Technology has
opened up a whole new
world. Where people are
buried, ancestors, and a
lot of pertinent history
can be found with a click
of a mouse and Google
search.
Gene Smith, curator at
the
Clyde
Museum,
McPherson House, and

Heritage Hall in Clyde,
Ohio, decided it was time
to set the record straight.
He is conducting extensive research into why
there was a marked grave
for General James B.
McPherson in a Nebraska
cemetery and including it
in a special presentation.
COVID-19 has forced the
museum to shut down for
the time being, but after
his recent call to The Enterprise it was finally time
to get to the bottom of
why this grave was
marked in 1997 as General James McPherson’s
burial site.
Smith wanted to know
what led to the installation of the marker at
Loup Valley, and put to
rest, once and for all, that
General James Birdseye
McPherson was in fact
still interred in the
McPherson County Cemetery located in Clyde,
Ohio, for whom the cemetery was named.
“There have been stories
that General McPherson’s
body was dug up and
taken elsewhere,” Smith
said. “There was a time
when he was to have been
taken to Washington,
D.C., but the people of
Clyde surrounded the
cemetery and it was reported that shots would
be fired if there was an attempt to take his body. We
are researching the grave
marker near Stapleton,
and see how this marker
got placed there.”
Smith went on to say
that in addition to having
the cemetery named for
General
McPherson,
there is a school, highway,
and the family home was
donated to the Clyde Heritage League in 1995, after
being placed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1974. The home
eventually received an
historical marker from
the Ohio Historical Society Marker program.
The only mention of the
marking of the grave in
Loup Valley Cemetery locally, appeared in the May
29, 1997 issue of The Stapleton Enterprise. The
story reads, “A stone
marking the grave of Civil
War veteran James B.
McPherson has been donated by Mildred Ready.
The stone has been placed
along with the round,
metal GAR flag holder
that was the grave’s only
previous indication. Roy
Ready, father-in-law, and
Darrel, husband of Mildred, were both president
of the Loup Valley Cemetery Association and longtime members.”
An extensive story and
picture appeared in the
North Platte Telegraph and
was written by Judy
Lanka, Telegraph area
correspondent.
“Mildred Ready of Stapleton says she has been

-- News Briefs -Library To
Host Annual
Plant Swap
The Logan County Library
will host its annual “Plant
Swap” during Stapleton
Clean-Up Week. It will be a
come-and-go, open house
event.
Just label your plants and
seeds and leave them on the
sidewalk outside the library
on Tuesday, May 12 and
Thursday, May 14 during the
day. Then, help yourself to
any plants you would like to
take home.

DeJoWa Diner
Now Open For
In-House Dining
DeJoWa Diner in Stapleton
has opened again for inhouse dining beginning May
11.
Hours for the week of May
11-15 wil be 7:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m.
Watch for extended hours
coming soon.
The restaurant is still offering carry-out and delivery at
this time and they will be following state regulations.
Please call 308-636-2526 to
order your meals for take-out.

good for ‘20 season
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This headstone at Loup Valley Cemetery was placed
nearly 25 years ago to mark the grave of Civil War General, James B. McPherson. It has been determined it was
placed there erroneously, as General McPherson is
buried in McPherson Cemetery in Clyde, Ohio. It is
thought this could be the gravesite of William McPherson, a musician in a New York regiment, who later lived
in Logan County and died in 1907.
fascinated
with
the
knowledge that General
McPherson was buried
there since hearing about
it from her father-in-law
and others familiar with
the cemetery’s history.”
The story went on to say
that
three
different
county service officers
who tried to get a veteran’s stone placed on the
grave failed to come up
with enough data to
achieve their goal.
Ready’s research was
not successful in determining date or place of
birth for the General of
whom it is said scores of
Nebraska settlers had
once served.
“We’ve always known
that grave was a veteran’s
grave…and that he is the
person who McPherson
County was named for,”
Ready added.
Todd von Kampen, a reporter and “Civil War
buff,” later wrote a story
that was published in the
North Platte Telegraph
which stated, “Sorry,
Sandhills, say two Ohio

historians,
McPherson
County’s namesake lies
closer to Toldeo than to
Tryon. Major General
James B. McPherson’s
body remains in the
Clyde, Ohio, cemetery
where he was buried after
his 1864 death in battle.
Cemetery records and
state records of Civil War
veterans suggest the grave
does in fact belong to
William McPherson, a
musician in a New York
regiment who later lived
in Logan County and died
in 1907. In fact, residents
of Clyde, located 40 miles
east of Toledo fought off
an 1876 attempt to move
the Union Army of the
Tennessee commander to
a spot under a monument
to him in Washington,
D.C., said Clyde Heritage
League secretary Betty
Rogers. That led to the
completion of a monument over McPherson’s
grave by veterans of his
See
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When an attempt to move the Union Army of the Tennessee commander’s body to Washington, D.C. was
fought off by Clyde, Ohio residents, this monument was
installed over the grave of James Birdseye McPherson
by veterans of his command. President Hayes spoke at
the monument’s dedication in 1881. The Clyde cemetery
is now named McPherson Cemetery.

McPherson
Co. News

• Over The Hills
• Graphic Files
• Special Feature Page On
1924 MCHS Graduates

Notices
• Special Education Notice
by McPherson County
Schools
• Logan County Board of
Commissioners Public
Notice
• School District R-1 Regular
Meeting Notice
• Village of Gandy Board
Proceedings
• Village of Gandy Ordinance
#33
• Village of Gandy
Resolution #20-3
• Logan County Board of
Adjustments Public Notice
• Legal Notice of Proposed
Class Action Settlement
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New officers and members are on board as the Augusta
Wind Golf Course prepares to open for the 2020 season.
The grass is greening, the sprinklers have been turned
on, and the greens have been swept and appear to have
fared very well this winter.
Augusta
Wind
Golf
Course is gearing up for
the season and has new
officers and members on
the board. Skip Hecox will
serve as president; Scott
Gaites will be vice-president and treasurer; Chayton Crow, secretary; and
Mike Needs, grounds
keeper. Tim Karn is in
charge of advertising and
marketing, and board

members
are
Nick
Klosen, Travis Hansen,
and Eric Garrelts.
The grass is greening
and sprinklers have been
running at the course.
The greens have been
swept and appear to have
fared very well this winSee
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Collaborative Effort
Leads To Arrest Of
Pursuit Suspect
A collaborative effort of
several law enforcement
agencies has resulted in
the arrest of the suspect
involved in a pursuit last
Tuesday near Brady.
At approximately 7:50
p.m. Tuesday evening,
May 5, a trooper located a
Chevrolet
Silverado,
which had been reported
stolen in Cozad. The
trooper observed the vehicle speeding at 100
miles per hour as it was
traveling westbound on
Highway 30 in eastern
Lincoln
County.
The
trooper attempted a traffic stop, but the vehicle
fled.
The trooper initiated a
pursuit, which turned
north on Haythorn Road
before circling back and
returning to Highway 30
westbound. As the vehicle
continued driving at approximately 100 miles per
hour, NSP dispatch was
able to confirm the identity of the suspect. Troopers then discontinued the
pursuit. The entire pursuit lasted approximately
nine minutes.
Wednesday morning, a
local resident located the
Silverado, which had
been abandoned on Tin
Camp Road, south of

Highway 92 in McPherson County. The McPherson County Sheriff’s
Office responded and
confirmed that it was the
vehicle that had been
stolen and had been involved in the pursuit with
troopers Tuesday evening.
Several law enforcement
agencies, including deputies from the McPherson,
Logan,
and
Lincoln
County Sheriff’s Offices,
the NSP Aviation Support
Division, and NSP Police
Service Dog Division, reported to the scene to assist in a search of the area
to locate the suspect. Law
enforcement received a
report that the suspect
was at an abandoned
farmstead
and
were
quickly able to locate him
and take him into custody
without further incident
at approximately 2:25
p.m.
Shawn Grizzle, 33, of
Cozad, was arrested for
operating a motor vehicle
to avoid arrest, theft by
unlawful taking, willful
reckless driving, and as a
habitual criminal. Grizzle
was lodged in Lincoln
County Jail. Additional
charges are pending from
Dawson County.
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Index

DATE
HI
LOW
MT
3
59
48
.34
4
73
48
.75
5
57
37
.32
6
68
32
0
7
63
34
0
8
68
33
0
9
59
33
0
10
59
22
T
11
55
24
.03
Thunder was heard on May 3 and
36 mph wind @ 7:00 p.m. was
recorded on May 7.
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