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Pearson’s Livestock Equipment
ends tenure in the Sandhills

NO.
1 25
NO.

Summer Reading
Program
now underway

The
Summer
Reading Program at
the Logan County
Library is now underway.
Children are invited to the library
every Tuesday and
Thursday
from
10:00 a.m. - 11:00
a.m.
This is a COVID-19
friendly program
and temperatures
will be taken at
each session.
There is also a
silent auction on a
children’s bench at the library. Come take a look. You
can also make your bid for the bench on Facebook.
There are also 11 small children’s chairs and these will
be sold for $2.00 each.
The Friends of the Library will be having a book sale
COURTESY PHOTO in front of the Logan County Courthouse from 9:00
a.m. until noon to coincide with Stapleton’s citywide
Pearson Livestock Equipment’s door in Thedford closed Friday, June 5. Some of the equipment will be garage sale day.
moved to the Texas location. The closure of the facility in Thedford marks the end of the company’s his- “We look forward to seeing you at the Summer Readtory in the Sandhills that began when L.B. “Bud” Pearson built the first self-catch automatic head gate ing Program and the book sale,” Logan County Librarin his ranch shop south of Thedford and received a patent in 1964.
ian Kathy Trimble said.
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Pearson
Livestock
Equipment has consolidated its operations into
its Texas facility and
closed the door in Thedford on Friday, June 5,
2020. The company’s
Texas location will remain open to serve Pearson customers.
“This is not something
we wanted to see happen
and it was an extremely

hard decision for us,” said
Ricky Rater who has
owned the business since
2013 with his father
David Rater. “My family
and I moved to Thedford
in 2013 to grow the business and wanted to see it
thrive in Thedford.”
According to Rater, the
limited workforce in
Thedford drove the family to expand the business
to a second location in
Vernon, Texas in 2016.
“At the time we were

months behind filling orders,” Rater added. “Now
with the circumstances
surrounding COVID-19,
the volatile cattle market,
decreasing sales in the
Midwest, and an even
smaller workforce in
Thedford, we had no
choice but to consolidate
the business in Thedford.”
Pearson’s Inc. hosted an
open house in January of
2016 and showcased a
renovated facility. The Ne-

braska Department of
Economic Development
awarded the business
$35,000 in site and building development fund
money to construct a blast
facility used in powder
coating the handling
equipment and other improvements to the original facility.
At that time the Raters
had a long-term strategy

New part-time
deputy on board

See Pearson’s Closing
Page 10

Nuisance property, dogs
discussed at Village board meeting
Village attorney, Mike
Borders of Broken Bow,
was present for the regular Village of Stapleton
board meeting Wednesday, June 10, at the Stapleton Community Center.
Borders discussed the Village’s current junk ordinance and legal options as
to what could be done to
clean-up the Village. Borders stated other villages
are using nuisance abatement to correct situations
considered a nuisance.
Nuisances can take the
form of health and safety
threats in addition to circumstances that impact
quality of life. Members
voted unanimously to
have the village attorney
move forward with nuisance abatement for the
Village of Stapleton.
Logan County Deputy,
Dalen Wood, addressed
the problem of dog bites,
dogs chasing residents,
and dogs running at
large. The board discussed the situation and
Clerk Stacey Anderson
will document on paper
incidents
that
occur

within the Village. Residents should call the Village Hall at 308-636-2960
to report incidents. This
recorded documentation
needs to be kept on file to
see what action needs to
be taken. You will be required to leave your
name.
Board members also discussed contracting again
with the Logan County
Sheriff’s office for law enforcement within the Village. The Village board
will be making a list of
priorities they would like
to see done and presenting them to the Logan
County Sheriff. The communication process has
been started with the intent of reaching an agreement between the two
entities.
Quotes were reviewed
for a new lawn mower
and the VFD on the well.
Superintendent Howard
Gaffney thanked the
board for snow removal
last year and would like to
continue this next year.
He commended the board
on continuing to work on

-- News Briefs -Quarantine
Village Party
Set For June 27
Stapleton’s city-wide garage
sale day is being billed as a
“Quarantine Village Party.” In
addition to city-wide sales,
there will be a craft show and
kickball tournament on Saturday, June 27. To sign up for a
garage sale, contact Creative
Printers at 308-636-2444. For
information on the craft fair
contact Stacey Anderson at
308-636-2960. Call Keali Florea at 308-636-8199 or Kami
Florea at 308-636-8479 for
kickball tournament info.

Village of Stapleton
Tire Collection
Program
The Village of Stapleton will
be holding a tire collection
June 13-26 from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. The site will be
closed Saturday and Sunday.
Tires will be accepted at the
Village yard on J Street (former state yard).
Absolutely no rims. An attendant will be there to help
sort tires. Persons are asked
to unload their own tires. For
more information contact the
Village Hall at 308-636-2960.
Utilize this service to get rid
of old tires at no cost.

cleaning up the Village
and said removal of junk
vehicles would make a
better impression on our
town. He was very happy
to see the Village continuing to work on improvements.
Clerk
Anderson
reported dog license paperwork went out with all
Village water invoices and
licenses are coming in at
a good pace. She will be
set up in the park shelter
when Bierman Vet Services is in Stapleton, Friday, June 26, from 9:00 –
11:00 a.m. to license dogs.
A license for all dogs is required within the Village
of Stapleton and rabies
vaccination records must
be provided when dogs
are licensed. This clinic is
being made available to
assist you in getting your
pets vaccinated and rabies shots current.
Discussion was held on
the shop building on J
Street. Board members
voted to obtain a price on
a new 50’ x 100’ building
with 16’ side walls to re-

place the current building
that is in need of much repair.
In other business, Jack
Brummet will have his
hourly wages raised from
$9.50 to $12.00 per hour
and after the clerk’s annual review and evaluation, her wages were set at
$17.00 per hour.
Mark Frey, maintenance
person, reported tree
trimming in the alleys
and streets will be completed and the tire collection program will run
from June 13-26 from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The collection will take place at
the Village Yard on J
Street on the west edge of
Stapleton and will be
closed Saturday and Sunday. Absolutely no rims.
An attendant will be on
site to help sort tires. Persons are asked to unload
their own tires.
The Village of Stapleton
board of trustees meets
the second Wednesday of
every month at 7:30 p.m.
at the Stapleton Community Center.
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Kirk Hansel of rural Callaway has been hired as the new
part-time Logan County Deputy.
Logan County has a new
part-time deputy. Kirk
Hansel of rural Callaway
has been hired to fill the
position. The retired Nebraska State Patrol lieutenant officer began his
duties Tuesday, June 2.
Hansel said he decided
to come out of retirement
and get back into law enforcement as he enjoys
people. He was headquartered out of the Broken
Bow office, and the last 11
years out of the North
Platte office.
"I retired from the state
patrol in 2018 and decided to come out of retirement and get back
into law enforcement,"
Hansel
said.
"Logan
County was one of the
counties I patrolled and

Weather
DATE
29
30
31
June 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

HI
78
77
75
86
94
94
88
92
*
92
94

LOW
45
48
47
40
42
47
46
51
*
51
52

MT
0
0
0
0
0
0
.06
0
.25
T
0

Thunder was recorded on
June 2. Pea size hail was observed on June 3. 38 MPH
winds were recorded on June
8
*Missing data due to malfunction (probably lightning).

I've always enjoyed coming here. I've been working with Logan County
officials since 1996, so I
decided this would be a
position that I would
enjoy."
Hansel said he likes people, public service and
there is self fulfillment in
serving others.
Hansel and his wife,
Kerry, have been married
30 years. They have two
children, a son, who lives
in the Broken Bow area,
and a daughter who is attending college in Omaha.
Logan County Sheriff
Sean Carson said Logan
County Deputy Sheriff,
Dalen Wood, will continue as the county's fulltime deputy.
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