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New Superintendent takes over
helm at McPherson Co. Schools
MARCIA HORA

McPherson
County
Schools begins the 202021 year with a new superintendent
and
some
uncertainty as to how
school will look. School is
set to officially begin August 17. Information has
been sent home to parents, but this is subject to
change according to the
West Central District
Health
Department’s
health dial.
Superintendent Vanderheiden is going into his
35th year in public education and comes to MCS
with experience at all levels. During his career he
has taught classes from
Kindergarten
through
12th grade, as well as at
the post-secondary level.
He served as a building
administrator at the elementary, middle school,
and high school levels
during his 17 years as an
administrator.
Mr. Vanderheiden previously served at the Nebraska Department of
Education where he was a
Federal Programs Specialist, State Non-Public Ombudsman, and school
improvement consultant.
His
wife,
Shannon,
serves the public as the
Executive Director of the
West Central District
Health Department.
Tim and Shannon are
“empty nesters,” but still
proud parents of Sydney,
Tyler, and William Cole.
They also hold the title of
Papa and Gammie to
their granddaughter, Embrey.
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Tim Vanderheiden is the new superintendent at McPherson County Schools. He has 35 years in public education
and comes to MCS with experience at all levels. Several
new teachers have also joined the MCS staff.
Superintendent Venderheiden loves to spend
time with his family,
hunt, fish and “mess”
with music.
Several new teachers
have joined the staff at
MCS.
Mindy Ebmeier will be
the new 6th grade
teacher. Mrs. Ebmeier
graduated from Hershey,
received her undergraduate from UN-K, and her
master’s degree from
Walden’s University. She
has been married to Ben
for 20 years and they have

four children, Dalton, 19;
Macie, 17; Derek, 13; and
Bentlie, 7. She loves to
spend time with her family and friends and be outdoors. The family spends
most of their summer
camping or working with
her children’s 4-H livestock. She says she is a
teacher because she enjoys spending time with
and helping children.
Evey Choat will be the
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2020 Logan County
Fair & Rodeo
August 10 - 16, 2020
See schedule of events on page 2

NO.
NO.1 33

Ohio State Bar Association
recognizes Kurt Tunnell
with highest honor
The Ohio State Bar Association has
presented the Ohio Bar Medal, the
OSBA’s highest honor, to Kurtis Tunnell, posthumously. The ceremony
was postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic and took place virtually,
via Zoom, Friday, July 24.
The Ohio Bar Medal Award is given
to those who have given unselfishly of
their time and talent by taking prominent leadership roles on the bench
and in the organized bar and who
have worked quietly to earn the deep
admiration and respect of their colleagues and their community.
The late Kurtis Tunnell was a prominent Columbus, Ohio attorney and
devoted legal advocate. He passed
away August 2019 at the age of 58.
Tunnell spent his 31-year legal career at the law firm of Bricker and
Eckler, where his practice centered on
public policy and politics, rising to
the position of managing partner in
2010. He was a passionate advocate
for diversity and inclusion in the legal
profession, as well as a mentor for
many young lawyers. While at Bricker
and Eckler, he created the Tunnell
Leadership Development Program in
order to grow leadership capacity and
provide opportunities for young attorneys to make contributions to the
firm.
Tunnell was widely recognized and
valued for his public policy expertise.
At 31, he was tapped to serve as chief
legal counsel to Governor George
Voinovich and, during the course of
his career, served as advisor to attorney generals, members of the Ohio
General Assembly, congressional
leaders and President George W.
Bush.
Tunnell retired from the practice of
law in January 2018 and he remained
involved at his church, serving as deacon, and on community boards and
foundations. He assisted in the creation and development of a self-sustaining farm business model in
Malawi. The Namikango Farm continues to provide jobs for Malawi workers and their families and serves as a
demonstration site for other international charity efforts in Africa.
His wife, Julie, and their children,
daughters Kristine and Jessica, and
son Jordan survive Tunnell. He was
awarded the Bar Medal posthumously, for his legacy of leadership
and service.
Eleana Drakatos, OSBA president
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Stapleton High School graduate and the
son of the late Adair and Mary Ellen Tunnell,
was honored posthumously with the Ohio
State Bar Association’s highest honor. Tunnell was bestowed the Ohio Bar Medal at a
presentation via Zoom, Friday, July 24.
shared how Kurt made others feel. She
said, “Kurt wasn’t after power or prestige,
he offered support so others could live
out their passion. He was considered a
quiet giant in the legal community, and
he made others feel special. He leaves a
legacy and let us be inspired by his work.”
Other colleagues shared that Kurt was
passionate in investing in people. He had
a place in his mind where everyone could
work together and loved bringing diverse
people together. Kurt was adamant about
doing what was right because it is the
right thing to do and he always saw something bigger.
Kurt’s daughter, Kristine, accepted the
award on behalf of the Tunnell family on
the video, and spoke about her father and
what he instilled in others.
“Thank you for the wonderful tribute,”
Kurt’s wife, Julie said after the presentation. “As the tears are still flooding my
eyes, I want to thank those responsible for
recognizing many of Kurt’s efforts as a
lawyer by bestowing him the Columbus
Bar Medal. He would say, ‘I am humbled
and blessed by this award.’ I hope you
will accept my deep appreciation for this
award on behalf of Kurt.”

SPS set to open doors on new year August 17
Stapleton Public Schools
is set to open for the 202021 school year on Monday, August 17. The school
has been proactive in
their plan to reopen and
Superintendent Howard
Gaffney said it has been a
month-long process to
cone with a workable fit
for our school and community.
“A lot will depend on the
West Central District
Health
Department’s
COVID-19
Community
Risk Dial,” he added.
Principal Kris Walker
said students will be
dropped off at all six
school doors for separation. All students will

have their temperatures
taken when they are
picked up by bus drivers,
and all others before entering the school building.
“If we have to wear
masks to keep our students in school, we will
use them. We need our
students in the classroom,” Principal Walker
said.
The risk dial is updated
every Thursday by West
Central District Health
Department. Data used in
determining dial placements includes weekly
positivity rate, overall positivity rate, new cases, ICU
availability,
ventilator

-- News Brief -Delay In Delivery
We have been having an
issue with timely delivery of
our newspapers since the beginning of July.
Our newspapers, along with
all of the surrounding newspapers, are being delivered
as late as Tuesday after
being mailed out on Wednesday morning.
We have been in contact
with the North Platte Post Office and have been told due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the sortation of mail is express, priority, first class, periodical, and then standard,
until the distribution center is
fully-staffed.

Periodicals have a service
standard of two to nine days
for delivery, and they are
within the standard of service.
We are continuing to make
calls and see what can be
done about the situation. We
thank our subscribers for their
patience as we are try to resolve the issue.
The local post offices have
been very helpful in trying to
get our newspapers delivered
in a timely manner.
Marcia Hora, Publisher
The Stapleton Enterprise
McPherson County News
Thomas County Herald

availability, community
spread, testing availability, contact tracing, direct
contacts of positives and
cases per million per day.
The school has signed
up and will be using
STRIV to livestream football and volleyball. Homecoming is being planned
for August 28.
Superintendent Gaffney
said deep cleaning has
been conducted throughout the building this summer. New flooring has
been installed in the west
portion of the building
near the library, rooms
have been painted, and
the gymnasium floor has
been resealed.

The school will be working on website improvement
and
updated
regularly to expedite information. Patrons may
also find information on
Facebook and in their
local newspaper.
School board members
held a special meeting
Wednesday, July 29, at
which time the building
project was discussed,
community publicity options looked at and
budget planning worked
on.
The board approved a
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• Over The Hills
• Graphic Files
• New McPherson County
Schools Teachers
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• District Court Case
#CI 20-3
• District Court Case
#CI 20-4
• School District R-1 Special
Board Proceedings
• School District R-1 Regular
Meeting Public Notice
• Logan County Regular
Commissioners
Public Notice
• McPherson County
Notice To Landowners
For Mowing

Read The Legal
Notices & Stay
Informed!

New flooring has been installed in the hallway in the
west wing of the school near the library.

Weather

DATE
HI
LOW
MT
25
93
68
.10
26
94
63
1.32
27
76
64
.01
28
82
63
0
29
86
66
0
30
88
59
1.10
31
76
53
.28
Haze was observed on July 25,
29 & 31. Thunder was recorded
on July 25 and 29. Fog was observed on July 28. Total July
moisture was 4.39”. Normal July
moisture is 2.85”. Total moisture
to date is 17.65”.
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