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Tragedies from each end
of the state brought two
families together to bring
hope and encouragement
to two children just before
Christmas.

Melissa Anderson and
her children, Rikie, 7, and
Tye, 6, of Stapleton, sat by
the side of Matt Schaeffer
for a week in late August.
Matt had been injured in
an accident that would
eventually take his life. A
heavy chain broke and
went through the window
of a payloader and struck
him in the head. He was
attempting to pull out a
stuck tractor.

Stapleton Fire & Rescue
assisted at the scene and
he was flown from Great
Plains Regional Health in
North Platte to Omaha.
Matt never regained con-
sciousness after the Au-
gust 20 accident and his
family donated his organs
to help others.

At the same time, a Lin-
coln family was dealing
with their own struggles
and grief. Mario Herrera,
50, had been shot while
helping serve an arrest
warrant on August 26.
The Lincoln Police De-
partment investigator,
who had served for many
years, was fighting for his
life and arrived at UNMC
two days after Schaeffer.

“My kids wanted to do
something for this “hero”
who they knew nothing
about at the time, other
than he’d been injured,”
Melissa said. “They asked
the hospital child support
person who had been
helping them with their
loss for crayons and paper
so they could make him a
picture. They also shared
snacks that had been sent
to Matt’s room with the
officer standing watch
outside Mario’s room. As
a mom, I was so proud of
the kids. In their time of
deep sorrow, they still
cared about others. I
know Matt would have
been very proud of them
too.”

Rikie wrote on her pic-
ture, “thank you for keep-
ing us safe.” Tye’s
contained stickers of
barns and a fire truck.
Tye told the officer his
dad was a hero too, be-
cause he donated his or-
gans so someone else
could live.

The Schaeffer kids of-
fered the pictures to the
officer stationed outside
of Herrera's room and the
pictures hung there until
his September 7 death.

Touched by the kind ac-
tion, the Herrera family
and the Lincoln Police De-
partment started making
plans to help the Schaef-
fers at Christmas.

Two families, a common bond

COURTESY

Pictured at the Schaeffer residence west of Stapleton, I-r: Matt Franken, Mario's LPD
partner; Tim Cronin, LPD investigator and Carrie's brother; Tim's wife, Jessica Cronin;
Carrie Herrera, Melissa Anderson, and in front, Rikie and Tye Schaeffer. A special visit
from the Lincoln residents brought gifts to the Schaeffer's at a time when they needed
it the most. The two families were brought together through tragedy at the ICU unit at
the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha. Homemade drawings from the
Schaeffer kids touched the hearts of the Herrera family and the Lincoln Police Depart-

ment.

were able to reconnect at
a surprise gathering at
the Schaeffer residence
west of Stapleton on De-
cember 13. Plans were
made under the guise of a
birthday party for Tye,
who turned 6 on Decem-
ber 11.

Melissa said she tried to
get out of the party sev-
eral times, but her friends
were relentless.

“When Carrie Herrera
and her family, along
with Mario’s partner on
the police force, stepped
out of the vehicle in my
yard, I was shocked,”
Melissa said. “They came
bearing all of these gifts
for all of us. Rikie and Tye
had been through a rough
week and this was just the
perfect way to help them.
Out of two terrible
tragedies a friendship was
formed.”

She went on to say the
Herrera family had hand-
picked the gifts and they
meant so much to all of
them. This was an un-
likely friendship from
two families who live over
four hours apart. It
started with sorrow, but
led to hope for her family.

“There really are won-
derful people out there
and we were sure re-
minded of that.”

Melissa and Matt were

her days are spent not
only being a mom, but
also dad. The kind of dad
Matt was for his kids.

She said Rikie and Tye
still have good and bad
days. She had to quit her
job with Asera Care to
spend more time with
them and work on the
ranch. Now she spends
her time taking care of
the cattle that Matt loved
and the cow herd he was
building.

Melissa wants to stay
where they are and keep
the kids in school at Sta-
pleton and in the rural
setting they have known
all of their lives.

The pre-Christmas visit
from the Lincoln resi-
dents helped a lot and the
common bond that binds
them will continue to
comfort and encourage
them in the days ahead.

New board of
trustee appointed

Voting on a new board of
trustee to fill a vacancy
and the nuisance ordi-
nance were on the agenda
at the regular Village of
Stapleton board of
trustees meeting held
Wednesday, January 13, at
the Stapleton Community
Center.

The Village will have the
attorney send letters
again to Bob Burns and
Scott Salisbury in regards
to cleaning up their prop-
erty on main street.
Burns had removed junk
vehicles, but junk items
remain in the back of the
business that once
housed the Stapleton
Meat Market. Scott Salis-
bury had attended last
month’s meeting and said
he would begin working
on clearing junk items
from the property. As of
yet, no work has started. A
roll-off was placed at the
old café building owned
by Scott and Bea Gaites.
Chairman Dan Beckius
said he would speak to
Gaites about the Village
helping remove the build-
ing.

Sheriff Sean Carson was
present and said the
Logan County attorney
was not able to get a con-
tract between the county
and village worked on
prior to the meeting. A
contract will be brought
to the February meeting.

The Logan County attor-
ney will have to resubmit
paperwork on the con-
demnation of Lots 11 &
12, Block 14 and Lots 5 &
6, Block 17 in the Village
of Stapleton.

A livestock application
to have chickens in the
village limits was submit-
ted by the Cocos. The vil-
lage clerk will send the
necessary paperwork to
the Cocos for them to fill
out to proceed with the

livestock permit.

Marcia Hora was pres-
ent to request permission
to serve alcohol at the Sat-
urday, February 13 fund-
raiser for the Stapleton
Golf Association at the
community center. Per-
mission was granted.

Three applications were
received for the board va-
cancy. Wayne Hora and
Larry Vasquez both filed
for re-election and were
elected to the board at the
November 3 general elec-
tion. Bryan Rooney did
not seek re-election.

The board voted to ap-
point Anita Harwager to a
four-year term on the vil-
lage board.

The clerk reported a per-
son asked about restitu-
tion funds being paid
back to them rather than
into the restitution fund
account. They felt the
money had been taken
from them personally.
The board stated the
money had been taken
from all village patrons
collectively.

A patron requested per-
mission to walk in the
community center.

A patron is working to
pay their dumpster fees
and get current on their
bill.

Slaughter house road
has been worked on and
looks good. A culvert has
been installed and the
road has been built up.

Twelve new dumpsters
will be ordered and 10
picnic tables at a cost of
$5,248.70 have been or-
dered.

The board approved the
village clerk attending
clerk school from March
14 through 19 at Kearney.

The next regular board
meeting will be Wednes-
day, February 10, at 7:30
p-m. at the Stapleton
Community Center.

Ferocious winds spark fires

Stapleton Fire & Rescue
was kept busy last week as
they were called out sev-
eral times during adverse
weather conditions.

Fierce winds, gusting to
over 65 miles per hour,
continued throughout
Thursday and Friday, Jan-
uary 14 and 15, and fire
danger was high.

Stapleton Fire Chief
Frank Kramer said last
Thursday could be
deemed a “fire cluster” as
the volunteer firemen
were called out several
times in a short period of
time.

Arnold Fire & Rescue
called Stapleton for mu-
tual aid on Wednesday,
January 13, as a grass fire
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