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Making way for more retail

Marcia Hora

Community First Bank,
Stapleton, has announced
Justin Rahn of Valentine
is the new loan officer
trainee. Rahn grew up in
Atkinson and has ranching
experience.
He
started his new position
September 27.
This is his first banking
position and after the
bank offered him the position he decided to try it.
“I’m learning the banking industry from the
other side of the desk,”
Rahn said. “Now I’m lending money rather than
borrowing.”
Rahn lives east of Stapleton and has four horses
and two cow dogs. He
competes in Mid-States
rodeos as a 45 and over tie
down roper and hits jackpots. Justin also enjoys
hunting, fishing and trapping.
“I am going to be involved in the community
and look forward to meeting Community First’s
customers,” Rahn added.
Community First Bank
is also announcing they
are closing the North
Platte branch effective December 20. The night deposit drop, ATM, and
online banking will be
available in North Platte,
but there will be no walkin service. All accounts
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Justin Rahn is the new loan officer trainee at Community First Bank, Stapleton.
will be moved to other locations.
The bank is still offering
the
same
‘Welcome
Home’ service at their
Maywood,
Stapleton,
Trenton, and Big Springs
locations.
Community First has
260 years of combined
service, dedication and
community involvement
and local officers with

over 100 years of combined experience in agriculture lending. That’s
the kind of banking you’ll
still find today at Community First Bank. It offers
services of a progressive
financial institution while
maintaining the integrity
of a community bank
where decisions are still
made locally.

Diamond Bar Ranch Receives
Tree Planter Of The Year Award
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Robert and Susanne Jones are pictured at left with Director Judy RIdenour at the recent Nebraska Association of Resources Districts annual conference held in Kearney.
During the Nebraska Association of Resources
Districts annual conference, Robert Jones of Diamond Bar Ranch was
awarded the 2021 Tree
Planter of the Year conservation award. Jones attended the banquet with
his wife, Susanne and
daughter ,Natalie, where
he was able to personally
accept his award from the
association.
The Upper Loup NRD

nominated the Jones family for this award due to
their consistent dedication to planting trees to
create new windbreaks,
and improve existing
windbreaks to protect
their livestock from harsh
weather conditions. They
also implement trees to
slow down soil erosion
from the high water table
around their area.
Since 2000, they have
planted anywhere from

-- News Briefs -Tryon Blood
Drive
The McPherson County
Blood Drive will be held Friday, November 5, from 8:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the
McPherson County Fair
Building in Tryon.
To make an appointment,
contact Elaine Miller, 308587-2446. Walk-ins are always welcome!
There is a critical need for
life-saving blood and platelet
donations to meet hospital
demand. Donors who give
now will help stock the
shelves as we wind down the
summer season.

Ridder To Run
For Second Term
Mary Ridder has announced her intention to run
for a second term on the Nebraska Public Service Commission (PSC).
Ridder, a rancher and writer
from rural Callaway, won the
PSC’s 5th District seat in the
2016 general election, and
began her 6-year term in January of 2017. She served as
Chair of the PSC in 2018,
2019 and 2020. Her district is
made up of 47 counties in
central and western Nebraska.

1,000 to 5,500 trees per
year bringing their overall planting total to over
31,690 trees in 21 years.
They have also utilized a
combination of species in
their windbreaks to promote diversity and additional strength to their
breaks such as Eastern
Red Cedar, Rocky Mountain Juniper, Ponderosa
Pine, as well as a variety
of hardwoods and shrubs.
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Lowland fog was observed on
October 19. Thunder was
recorded on October 20. The
wind chill was recorded at 31 degrees on October 20 and 23 degrees on October 21 at 1:00 a.m.
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• Patricia (Pat) Ann
Finney

Melody Hansen of Sublime Boutique, Stapleton, is expanding her retail and
storage space. Rich Burnside demolished the old walk-in cooler at the former
Wagon Wheel Bar last week.
“The cooler was not useful and had cracks and leaks,” Hansen said. “It just
had to go and the back needed cleaned up.”
Hansen plans to pour a concrete foundation and put in a steel building next
spring to be used for more retail items, storage, and dressing rooms.
Currently she is using the former kitchen as storage and office space.
Hansen has continued to add new items to Sublime Boutique and also runs
her web design business, Sublime Artistry in the former Wagon Wheel building.

Senators Request Special
Session To Discuss
Mandatory Vaccines
Senators Ben Hansen
and Robert Clements delivered a co-signed letter
from 26 Nebraska State
Senators to the Secretary
of State’s office Tuesday,
October 19, to request a
special session. There is
growing concern that employers will require their
employees to choose between their jobs or being
vaccinated without regard to their good faith
personal objections. People have a variety of reasons for not wanting to
take the COVID-19 vaccines, including natural
immunity, medical conditions, and rights of religious
or
personal
conscience.
It is a critical time for
our state and country. Nebraska’s economy continues to gain strength after
enduring one of the most
difficult years in history.
The state boasts one of
the nation's lowest unemployment rates with a
forecast for sustained
growth. At the same time,
it is evident our country
faces labor shortages
across multiple sectors.
Any action that would
force Nebraskans to leave
the workforce risks undoing the progress we have
made to restore our economy. Time is of the
essence to assist Nebraskan families and promote growth economically. A special session
would work to keep employees in Nebraska from
losing their jobs because
of COVID-19 vaccine mandates.
Senators Ben Hansen

and Robert Clements
want to be clear in the intent of calling a special
session. It is not to affect
mask mandates, question
the science of vaccines,
prevent schools from
mandating current vaccinations to attend K-12
schools, say whether vaccines in general are good
or bad, support the effectiveness of varying treatments or to consider any
other non-relevant topics.
It is solely to discuss and
adopt legislation to prohibit employers from
mandating COVID-19 vaccines and legislation to
prohibit
governmental
and/or educational entities from mandating
COVID-19 vaccines as a
condition of receiving
services.
Senator Ben Hansen
said in a public statement,
“The people have spoken,
in overwhelming fashion.
We need to do what we
can to protect the livelihoods of Nebraskans who
are at risk of losing their
jobs if they exercise their
choice not to receive a
COVID vaccination.”
Senator Clements stated,
“Like many Nebraskans, I
have a family member
facing termination of employment because of the
vaccine mandate. This
puts a house mortgage at
risk and could leave a
family of six homeless.
Employees should not be
forced to choose between
their livelihood and receiving a Covid-19 vaccine
with no exceptions."
After the state lawmakers file the paperwork,

the Secretary of State’s office will then survey all
senators to endorse a special session. At least 33 of
the 49 senators are
needed to trigger the special session.
The letter delivered to
Secretary of State Bob
Evnen’s office reads:
“Pursuant to Rule 9, Section 2 of the Legislature’s
Rules, and in accordance
with the procedure established in Neb. Rev. Stat. §
50-125, and on behalf of
the undersigned senators,
I submit to you our request for the Legislature
to meet in Special Session
for the purpose of adopting legislation to prohibit
employers from mandating COVID-19 vaccines
and legislation to prohibit
governmental and/or educational entities from
mandating COVID-19 vaccines as a condition of receiving services.”
At the time of release,
the letter was been signed
by the following senators:
Senator Joni Albrecht of
District 17, Senator John
Arch of District 14, Senator Bruce Bostelman of
District 23, Senator Tom
Brandt of District 32, Senator Tom Brewer of District 43, Senator Tom
Briese of District 41, Senator Robert Clements of
District 2, Senator Myron
Dorn of District 30, Senator Steve Erdman of District 47, Senator Mike
Flood of District 19, Senator Curt Friesen of Dis-
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