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Carrying on the “Seneca tradition”

A large crowd was on hand for the annual Seneca Turkey Dinner and Bazaar held Sunday, October 31 at the Seneca Auditorium. People came from all over
for food, fellowship, and to purchase some of the homemade items for sale at the bazaar.
Story & Pictures By:
Terri Licking
Seneca – The little unincorporated village of
Seneca sits on the line between central and mountain time zones. It is on
the western edge of
Thomas County which
runs on central time. Just
west, one enters Hooker
County and mountain
time zone.
No one knows when the
tradition of the Seneca
United Church of Christ
turkey dinner fundraiser
started. The historical papers were lost, but in visiting with those who have
been there the longest, it
is safe to call it #79 and
holding. LaVina Sevier
was married to Bus Sevier
72 years ago and moved to
Seneca in 1965.
“This was going on for
several years before we
came here,”she said. LaVina is 91 this year. June
Morrison, age 100 from
Mullen, said she remembered it too as a youngster
when they moved to
town. (Interesting fact –
June taught LaVina when
she was a 4th grader).
Mary
Lou
Harding,
Mullen, also knows it is
older than she is by sev-

eral years.
“I helped my mom when
I was a youngster.” Let’s
just say she is not far into
her seventh decade.
Other traditions have
been added to this tradition - a bazaar of donated
items from members and
friends, including baked
goods, cutlery, boxes of
greeting cards and more
that are sold to add dollars to the coffers.
No one knows when
they added the aspect of
homemade horseradish
either. Friends dig up
their horseradish and
take it to a central location. It used to be at LaVina’s, but this year it was
at the home of Bob and
Connie Broweleit, Seneca.
This occurs about two
weeks out. It takes much
alot of work and tears to
get the pin-size jars filled
with this Sandhills delicacy. This year a record
number of jars were
filled, 204 to be exact. If
you have not been around
when they make horseradish, the smell clears
the sinuses and causes the
tears to flow. Opportune
placed boxes of tissues are
a necessity. Not all jars
were sold and if you
would like some you may

Senator Brewer: We
need to help our
volunteer rescue squads
One of the unspoken assumptions that many Nebraskans make every day
is that we can call 911 and
get an ambulance dispatched quickly if there is
a medical emergency.
Outside of the major population centers, this is not
always true. Ambulance
crews in Lincoln and
Omaha do not have to

hold fundraisers to provide the revenue they
need to maintain their vehicles and equipment and
operate
their
rescue
squad. In rural Nebraska
however, the local volunteer rescue squad is often
all there is. If you get hurt
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Three state senators
issue statement on
gender identity revisions
Senators Joni Albrecht, representing District 17 with
Wayne State College, Tom Brewer representing District 43 with Chadron State College and Julie Slama
representing District 1 with Peru State College, implore the State College Board of Trustees to halt proposed gender identity revisions.
“The proposed revision to Board Policy 5007 and
New Board Policy 5012 that incorporate gender identity ideology run into many of the same issues from
the Nebraska Department of Education’s proposed
health education standards, which drew opposition
from the majority of State Senators in the Nebraska
Legislature and thousands of concerned parents and
taxpayers.”

contact Donna Reynolds.
The cost is $5.00 per jar.
Shipping is extra.
Sevier and her friend,
Nadene Andersen, oversaw the organization for
twenty plus years. Andersen now resides at the Pioneer Care Center in
Mullen. The tradition the
last few years has been coordinated
by
Donna
Reynolds of Mullen who
caters meals. She gets lots
of help from her son, Jody
who does the heavy lifting of bringing extra tables, etc.
The 2020 dinner did not
happen due to Covid.
The following numbers
from the 2021 Seneca
Turkey Dinner:
• Cost has gone from a
free will donation to $10.
A bargain considering
what one enjoys.
• There were 300 sets of
plastic silverware wrapped. Nine were left. A
multitude of takeout
meals were made by
friends for their homebound friends. It is safe to
say over 300 meals were
served.
• 185# of roasted turkey
(three roasters full), very
little left.
• 85# of potatoes peeled
and mashed, some in-

Since it was Halloween, the workers donned their 'red hats.’ Pictured in the
kitchen prior to the crowds coming in were, l-r: Marla Sonnenfelt, Deb Daly,
Mary Lou Harding, Christine Sack, the young gentleman is Cruz Sack, Donna
Reynolds, Wanda Simonson, and Connie Broweleit.

Sasse statement
on payments to
illegal immigrants;
vaccine mandates

Thedford Life Center
to host annual dinner

Washington, DC - U.S.
Senator Ben Sasse issued
the following statement
after the Biden Administration announced it
would not give payments
of $450,000 to illegal immigrants.
"It shouldn't have taken
pressure from Senate Republicans to keep President Biden from handing
out bags of cash to illegal
immigrants. I'm glad he's
made the right decision
this time, but it was an obvious call. The President’s
job isn’t to cater to AOC
and Bernie Sanders.”
As a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
Senator Sasse issued the
following statement after
the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals
blocked
the
Biden Administration’s
OSHA vaccine mandate.
“The Fifth Circuit got
this one right — these vaccine mandates are unconstitutional
slop.
The
vaccines themselves are
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stant mixed in to assure
all had some.
• 8 gallons of corn,
nearly
all
gone and
150 rolls and few left
• 3 roasters of homemade dressing (stuffing)
with some Stove Top
added to again assure all
had some.
•5-gallon thermoses of
tea and water refilled
three times. One 100-cup
coffee pot as well as a
smaller one was made
and not much emptied
out.

The Thedford Life Center will hold its annual
Thanksgiving dinner on
November 16.
Turkey
will be furnished; bring a
favorite side dish. Everyone is welcome!
The TLC will also host its
regular pancake supper
during the Thedford
“Christmas Walkabout”
on December 2 beginning
at 5:30 p.m. Donations

•Over two dozen homemade salads from church
members and friends
with that many desserts
bought in. There were
very few leftovers.
Having two different
time zones helps, as the
central time zone eaters
are present when the
doors open at 11 MT and
vacate their chairs for
those
coming
after
church in the later time
zone. The line goes from
one end of the Seneca auditorium to the other for

will be accepted and appreciated.
Funds are running a little low, so this is a great
time to show your support for the Life Center,
which has been operating
for 17 years now!
The Life Center is open
week-days 9:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. for coffee, pool
and puzzling. A group
gathers every afternoon

at least a half an hour. If
one leaves hungry, it is
their own fault. Stragglers
continue to come in until
after 1:00 MT.
Besides the good food,
there’s a lot of fellowship
between friends and
neighbors who do not see
each other much throughout the year. Despite the
small number of volunteers who do the work,
hopefully this tradition of
feeding the multitudes by
the few will continue for
years to come.

at 3:00 for coffee (2:00 on
Wednesdays).
Dinners
are held twice each
month, on the first and
third Tuesday.
A foot clinic is the last
Wednesday of the month
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Cards are on Friday night
at 7:00. Come and meet
your neighbors at the Life
Center.

Sandhills-Thedford Knights
Remain Undefeated
down Osceola, 46-14
Next Game:
Friday, November 12 @ 6:00 P.M.
on the road against
Elgin Public/Pope John

