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Lincoln Bound!
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The Sandhill-Thedford Knights routed the Elgin/Pope John Public Wolfpack 52-8 in the semi-final game in Elgin on Friday, November 12. The #1 Knights (120) will go on to meet the #7 Kenesaw Blue Devils (12-0) at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln. Kick-off is set for 2:45 p.m. on Monday, November 22.

Clean Diesel Rebate Program
Now Accepting Applications

TACF Banquet Nov. 20
The Thedford Area Community Fund annual banquet will be held on
November 20, 2021. Only
200 tickets will be sold at

$40.00 each. Contact a
foundation member or
stop in at Security First
Bank in Thedford.
Contact Jay Jones if you

would like to donate an
item for the auction.
There will be some very
good entertainment this
year and games.

Atkins receives Nebr. Farm
Bureau’s Highest Honor
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The Nebraska Department of Environment and
Energy’s
2021
Clean
Diesel Rebate Program is
now accepting applications for replacement of
eligible diesel irrigation
engines with all-electric
equipment. Through the
Program, funding is available to assist farmers with
the replacement of an irrigation pump diesel engine with an electric
motor or connecting a
submersible pump directly to the electric grid.
NDEE anticipates fund-

ing seventeen (17) irrigation engine rebates. The
Program will reimburse
60% of the cost of the electrical equipment, installation,
and
required
electrical infrastructure
up to a maximum rebate
of $20,000.
Each applicant may
apply to replace one
diesel engine. A rebate
under this program cannot be combined with
funds from any other federal grant program for replacement of the same
engine.
Applications

must be submitted to the
Department by January
13, 2022. Applications
must be accompanied by
one set of quotes for the
replacement
motor
and/or electrical equipment, installation, and
service line extension by
the electric service supplier.
Applications and additional program requirements can be found at
http://dee.ne.gov/NDEQProg.nsf/OnWeb/NCDG
P

CPPD Reports Transmission
Line Conversion Complete
Custer Public Power District reports the Dunning
to Seneca transmission
line conversion from
34.5kV to 69 kV is complete.
“Custer Power is now operating at 69 kV into the
Sandhills of Nebraska,”
Rick Nelson, CPPD General Manager reported in
the November-December
2021 issue of Custer Currents. “This means Custer
Power can handle the
load growth that has been
happening in the Sandhills area. Electricity demand has been growing
steadily for many years
and with the long distances of life in the Sandhills, the little bit of added
load growth starts to affect voltage on the line

and ability to handle additional load demand.”
Line segments are complete except for some
clean-up of old lines and
equipment. All of the substations have been converted and NPPD is in the
process of completing the
new step-down substation
at Thedford that serves
Custer Power’s customers
along Highway 2 from
Brewster to Mullen and
beyond.
The five-year plan was
passed by the board of directors in September and
CPPD will be continuing
the rebuild of the circuit
going east out of the Dunning substation. Along
with that line section east
of Dunning, work will
start on the Calamus Lake

area.
For the third year in a
row, Custer Power has
kept rates stable and will
be passing the Power Cost
Adjustment (PCA) back to
the customer. Wholesale
power costs are not expected to increase soon
since wholesale power is
60% of the total bill.
“By holding the line on
our local distribution expenses and not seeing increases
in
wholesale
power costs, we’re finding
revenues and ways to
work with inflation,” Nelson said.”There will be
some big projects in 2022
that will serve our growing load and electrical demand
and
provide
reliable power to everybody who needs it.”

Nebraska Farm Bureau
selected Sallie Atkins as
the 2021 recipient of its
highest honor, the Silver
Eagle Award. Atkins has
spent a lifetime serving
agriculture and promoting Nebraska as the “Beef
State.”
“Nebraska agriculture is
indebted to Sallie for her
lifetime of devotion promoting Nebraska beef
and beef products in Nebraska, the United States
and abroad,” Nebraska
Farm Bureau president
Mark McHargue said in a
news release.
She played an active role
on the Halsey ranch,
where she and her husband, Al, raised commercial Angus crossbred
cattle. As Nebraska ranchers, she and Al were innovators and early adopters
of rotational grazing to
enhance land stewardship, synchronized breeding, optimized genetics,
and the Beef Quality Assurance Program.
Atkins spent her early
years on the Gudmundsen Ranch northeast of
Whitman, which was
managed by her father.
She later moved to and
grew up on her father’s
family ranch near Mullen.
Later the Gudmundsen
Ranch would be donated
to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln as a research ranch and would
become the University of
Nebraska Gudmundsen
Sandhills Laboratory.
After college Sallie and
Al came home to Al’s parents’ ranch near Halsey.
This was the start of a lifelong commitment to serving her community and
state in many leading
roles in the agriculture industry.
Atkins has more than 50
years of experience in
ranching and in Nebraska
agriculture.
She
has

COURTESY PHOTO

served as the North Central regional director of
membership for the Nebraska Farm Bureau, director of constituent
services for Sen. Mike Johanns and agriculture director for Rep. Adrian
Smith.
She has also served as
executive director and
chairwoman of the Nebraska Beef Council, vice
president of Nebraska
Cattlemen, Nebraska CattleWomen, the Sandhills
Cattle Association, and as
board chairman of the
Nebraska
Agricultural
Leadership Council.
She was the first woman
to be inducted to the University Block & Bridle
Hall of Fame, and she currently serves as the vice

president of the Nebraska
Hall of Ag Achievement.
Additionally, she has been
active in Nebraska 4-H
and FFA. Her work on the
Nebraska State Fair board
earned her the 2011 Nebraska Volunteer of the
Year award.
“Sallie is a tremendous
advocate for the beef industry and Nebraska agriculture. Her history of
service over self is known
to many,” McHargue said.
“Yet that is only part of
the legacy. Sallie has impacted and made a difference in the lives of
countless farm and ranch
families now and for the
future. It is for these reasons; I am honored to recognize her as the 2021
Silver Eagle Award recipient.”
The Silver Eagle Award
will be presented during
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Annual banquet
Tuesday, Dec. 7 in Kearney.
Atkins has been a
Thomas County Farm Bureau member for nearly
20 years and she and Al
now live in North Platte.
They have three daughters Tracy, Tessa, and
Terra whom they raised
on their Sandhills ranch,
and six grandchildren.

Women in Agriculture to
present ‘Love of the Land’
conference in North Platte
Nebraska
Extension’s
Women in Agriculture
program will host the
Love of the Land Conference for female farmland
owners and tenants looking to improve their business management skills,
Dec. 9 at the Sandhills
Convention Center, 2102
S. Jeffers Street in North
Platte.
Industry experts will
present workshops cover-

ing lease agreements,
rental
rates,
mental
health, crop and livestock
insurance and more.
Allan Vyhnalek, a farm
and ranch succession educator with Nebraska Extension, will welcome
attendees
with
his
keynote address, “For the
Love of the Land, and

See Women In Ag
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