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Local Students Honor Veterans
The Thedford and Sandhills Public Schools held
Veterans Day Programs in
Thedford and Halsey on
Thursday, November 11.
The Thedford assembly
was held at Thedford
High School and the
American Legion #230
presented the colors to
open the ceremony.
The Thedford preschool
class led the assembly in
the Pledge of Allegiance
and Connor Cooksley welcomed those in attedance.
Dixie Hoffman, American Legion Women’s Auxiliary, assisted by Skyler
Andersen, presented flags
to the Thedford Kindergarten class.
The
Kindergarten
through second grade
choir sang “America” and
“You’re A Grand Ol’ Flag.”
The coloring contest
winners were announced
and were Winter Benscoter and Damian Ramage.
The “Armed Forces Medley” was performed by the
third and fourth grade elementary choir and Chris
Eggert.
Terry J. Higgins. Mr.

Higgins was the guest
speaker. He lived in
Brownlee until 1974 and
attended Brownlee grade
school. He was the last
eighth grader to graduate
from there. He then attended Thedford High
School and graduated in
1973. After graduation, he
joined the United States
Navy in October of 1974.
He went to Basic Training
at TRC in San Diego, California. On February 1,
1995, he transferred to
the U.S. Navy Fleet Reserve and moved to North
Platte. He then transferred to the U.S. Navy retired list in November of
2004. After retirement, he
started employment at
the Village of Thedford in
October of 2011.
Terry is a qualified rifle
marksman, pistol sharpshooter, communication
systems technical control
supervisor,
command
Senior Chief/Senior Enlisted Advisor, and officer
of the Deck (underway).
Terry was stationed in
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Thedford area Veterans honored during a ceremony at Thedford High School on Thursday, November
11 were, back row, l-r: Ted Taylor, Terry Higgins, Robert Mills, Joseph Smith, John Bryant, Royce Brown,
See Veterans Day and Miles Maseberg. Front row, l-r: Bobbi Scott, Marvin Blauvelt, Ray Blackford, Dean Figard, Darrell AnPage 6 dersen and Tom Witt.
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The Sandhills Kindergarten class sang “God Bless America” at the annual
Thedford preschool led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. Pictured lVeterans Day program held in Halsey.
r: Maverick Schaeffer, Julie Licking, RyDell Scott, Lacee Larsen, and Colt
Smith.

23rd Year for
Annual Trail Ride

The Marking Of Nebraska
Story & Pictures BY
Terri Licking
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Terri Licking
Halsey – Seventy-five
saddled up for an enjoyable
horseback
ride
under perfect weather
conditions. The equine
enthusiasts headed out
the gate October 2 and 3
during the 23rd annual 4H Foundation Benefit
Trail Ride in the beautiful
Nebraska National Forest
near Halsey.
Saturday began with fog
and heavy clouds, but dissipated by mid-morning.
A light breeze was an
added plus after gale
force winds occurred two
days prior to the ride.
The
original
guide,
Dewey Teel of Neligh and
his bride of 55-years,
Carla, have turned the
reins of trail boss over to
Monte Stauffer and their
son Justin. The Teels still
enjoy riding side by side,
or Carla follows when the
trails are single file.
The trail ride has been a
labor of love by UNL extension educators who
have now since retired.
Teel, and the late Gary
Stauffer started blazing
the trails. Gary passed
away from ALS one week
before the 2019 ride. Retired Dawson County ex-

Julie Bain, District Forest Ranger, was a first time rider
this year. She is pictured in front of Windmill 25. Bain
recorded the GPS coordinates of the rides that will be put
on the website for future use.
tension educator, Bruce
Treffer has also helped
since the ride’s inception.
He was proud that his
wife Christy, twins Sarah
and Gregg could ride with
him this year. Treffer
rides drag and assures all
riders make it back to

base camp. High school
volleyball has kept the
ladies away the past few
years.
Ranchers bringing in
portable panels included

See Trail Ride
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Humanities Nebraska
presenter, Jeff Barnes was
in Thedford at the Upper
Loup Natural Resources
District (NRD) learning
Center.
The
Thomas
County Historical Society
hosted the event on November 10.
Barnes, a fifth-generation Nebraskan lives in
Omaha with his wife
Susan. He has traversed
the state by mechanical
horsepower, as well as his
own foot-power, to collect
photos and history from
the early days of commemorative markers.
Barnes has conducted
700 presentations in nine
states and is working on
“93 by 23,” as he wants to
present in all 93 counties
in Nebraska by 2023.
Thomas County was the
73rd presentation for the
student of “Great Plains
History.” Barnes has presented sessions on the
Oregon Trail, the story of
Modisett
Ball
Park
(Rushville), Jesse James,
and the Great Plains
Guide to Custer.
He is an author, former
trustee of the Nebraska
State Historical Society
and past chairman of the
Nebraska Hall of Fame
Commission.
The Thedford presenta-

Jeff Barnes is pointing out the tri-state marker depicting Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska.
tion was on the early days
of monuments in Nebraska from 1854 to 1967.
“Today’s state historical
markers, made of aluminum and steel, number
well over 500 and may be
googled to find their location. The ones I discussed
were found by questions
and answers of the citizens of the area. Some are
seen easily in urban settings and others one
needs permission to trek
over private ground to
find them,” Barnes said.

The stone markers were
first made in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, and were
delivered to eastern Nebraska tens of thousands
of years ago by glaciers.
They are referred to as ‘erratics.’
The Sioux Quartzite
could
be
found
in
farmer’s fields. The very
first marker in the state
was the Lewis and Clark
monument of 1904 in

See Marker
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