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East Campus celebrates four-legged friend, Jonas

By Kiristina Jackson | University
Communication and Marketing

A beloved member of
the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln’s School
of Natural Resources cel-
ebrated his birthday Feb.
20. Jonas, a certified ther-
apy dog, marked his
fourth birthday with a
party at Hardin Hall that
included balloons — one
of his favorite toys — and
treats, like his favorite ba-
nanas and Nutter Butter
cookies.

Kenneth Pyle, student
success coach in the
School of Natural Re-
sources, and Jonas, his 85-
pound labradoodle,
joined the department
about two years ago, and
friends Jonas has made in
that time stopped by his
party to give him treats
or pets. Pyle said he sees
every day how Jonas
brings some fun and
comfort to East Campus.

“It is fun to see people’s
faces light up,” Pyle said.

Jonas came into Pyle’s
life during the earlier
days of the COVID-19
pandemic. At the time,
Pyle was a seventh-grade
science teacher and saw
how other therapy dogs
benefited students and
the community, espe-
cially during that stress-
ful time, so he explored
getting one himself. Jonas
completed therapy dog
training through Do-

mesti-Pups.

“Education is what I
love, and this was an-
other piece of the puzzle
to me,” Pyle said.

Jonas is one of three
therapy dogs on campus
on a regular basis. Pyle
takes Jonas to student vis-
its, into the halls of
Hardin Hall on test days,
and orientation days.
Sometimes they visit Big
Red Pawp-Up, a monthly
event where certified
therapy dogs visit Love
Library and the Dinsdale
Family Learning Com-
mons. Jonas has even vis-
ited classes and helped
students learn about be-
havior modifications like
learning commands. He
is trained to press a but-
ton in Pyle’s office that
says “outside.”

Pyle understands that
some people aren’t com-
fortable around dogs, es-
pecially large dogs like
Jonas, and he tries to be
aware of that, but many
people like just having
Jonas in the room, Pyle
said. If a new student
misses their dog back
home or recently lost a
pet, they can spend time
with Jonas. Some will ask
for Jonas to sit next to
them outside Pyle’s of-
fice.

“People talk to each
other because he’s
around,” Pyle said. “It
brings down barriers in
people just to have some-
thing to discuss. Some-

Certified therapy dog Jonas attempts to hit a balloon during his fourth birth-
day party inside Hardin Hall Feb. 20.

A beloved member of the University of Nebraska—Lincoln’s School of Natural
Resources celebrated his birthday Feb. 20. Jonas, a certified therapy dog,
marked his fourth birthday with a party at Hardin Hall that included balloons
— one of his favorite toys — and treats, like his favorite bananas and Nutter
Butter cookies. Jordan Opp [ University Communication and Marketing

times it takes a while to
build a relationship and
just having him close re-
ally helps.”

Pyle said he does have to
teach some people the
best ways to interact with
Jonas. For example, Jonas
loves to be chased, but
Pyle said he has to be
careful that Jonas will
then still engage with a
person instead of run-

ning away from them.

“People will want to
play fetch with him, but
he’s not really a fetch
dog,” Pyle said. “His fa-
vorite is playing with a
balloon like a volleyball.
We’ve had probably 10 to
12 people in here in a cir-
cle.”

During his time at the
university, Jonas has de-
veloped lots of friend-

Truck Thief Apprehended
In Thomas County

The Thomas County
Sheriff’s Office received
notification around 7:00
a.m. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 19, of a reported
stolen vehicle headed
north on HWY-83. Law
enforcement officers
with the Thomas County
Sheriff’s Office and Ne-
braska State Patrol were
able to locate the truck
near Thedford and make
the arrest of Justice White
Horse, 22, of Mission,
South Dakota. The arrest
was made in -19 degree
temperatures.

Law enforcement also
found a butcher knife
with an 8-inch blade in

the truck. White Horse
was charged with felony
level retaining stolen
property greater than
$5,000.00; possession of a
deadly weapon during
the commission of a
felony; and possession of
a deadly weapon by a
felon. He is currently in
the Lincoln County jail
with charges in both
Thomas County and Lin-
coln County. Bond was
set at $125,000.

Logan County Sheriff
Sean Carson said he had
also been notified that
the man was heading
north on Highway 83 and
passed by Stapleton.

White Horse was just
out of the state peniten-
tiary in Tecumseh and
stole two trucks at the I-
80 travel centers east of
North Platte in frigid
temperatures. Love’s
Travel Center called in at
6:00 a.m. to report a 2009
Ford F150 had been
stolen as the owner had
parked it in front of Sub-
way. The pickup was gone
when the owner came
out. Police found the
pickup across the street
parked on the back side
of the Flying ] Travel Cen-
ter between two semi-
trailers and the keys were
missing. A second truck,

a box truck was reported
stolen by K & M Tires on
the east side of Flying J.
Officers used a GPS at-
tached to the box to locate
the truck and it was dis-
covered to be mnorth-
bound on Highway 83.

White Horse had been
released from the Tecum-
seh State Correction Insti-
tute on February 17 and
had been hitchhiking
back to Mission, SD.

Personal items belong-
ing to the first theft vic-
tim were recovered.

White Horse had served
six months for a burglary
in Cherry County.

Informational Prescribed
Burn Meeting in Stapleton

An informational Pre-
scribed Burn Association
meeting has been sched-
uled for Thursday, March
27 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sta-
pleton Community Cen-
ter. A meal will be served.

Everyone is welcome to
attend and if there is
enough interest in form-
ing a prescribed burn as-

sociation in the Stapleton
area.

+ Prescribed burns help
preserve our grasslands
by controlling woody en-
croachment of eastern
red cedar and sumac
while also providing bet-
ter forage for cattle.

Prescribed fire im-

proves wildlife habitat for
both game and non-game
species, epecially when
patches of unburned
areas are left for nesting
and cover.

- Fire encourages the
new growth of vegeta-
tion, increases the biodi-
versity of plant species,

minimizes the
spread of pest insects and
disease.

- Prescribed fires help
reduce the risk of cata-
strophic wildfires.

For more information
about the meeting you
may contact Jason Trim-
ble at 308-650-1003.

National Ag Day: March 18, 2025

National Ag Day’s
theme “Agriculture: To-
gether We Grow,” re-
minds us the role
agriculture plays in not
only our state, but in our
local communities.

As the world population
soars, there is even
greater demand for the
food, fiber and renewable
resources produced in
the United States.

That is why it is so im-
portant every American
understands how food,
fiber and renewable re-
source products are pro-
duced and to value the
essential role of agricul-

ture in maintaining a
strong economy.

Ag Day is one of the
ways we can stop and ap-
preciate the role agricul-
ture plays in providing
safe, abundant and af-
fordable products.

A few generations ago,
most Americans were di-
rectly involved in - or had
relatives of friends - in-
volved in agricultural-re-
lated endeavors.

Today, that is no longer
the case. That is why it is
so important to join to-
gether at the community
level and carry the mes-
sage to promote Ameri-

can agriculture.

More and more people
in our country are be-
coming disassociated
with food production and
the process of bringing it
from rural farms and
ranches to grocery stores
and to their tables.

This week our publica-
tions salute those in-
volved in not only
production agriculture,
but the numerous career
opportunities involving
agriculture in the vil-
lages, towns, and cities
across our great state.

Included in this issue
you will find our annual

‘Salute To Agriculture’
supplement made possi-
ble by area advertisers.
We thank them for mak-
ing this edition possible
each year and getting the
word out about our num-
ber one industry.

Why is it important?
The market value of agri-
cultural products sold in
2024 totaled $29.4 billion.
The number of farms in
Nebraska has decreased
by 4% since 2017, how-
ever, there are still nearly
44 million acres of farm
land in Nebraska, and the
state’s average farm size
is 989 acres.

ships on campus, Pyle
said. Sometimes he will
hear or smell people and
want to go greet them.
When he sees his favorite
people, Jonas’ excited re-
sponse is a kind of
“pbunny hop.” Some stu-
dents will stop by Pyle’s
office just to see Jonas.
“They’re not here to see
me, they're here to see
Jonas,” Pyle said. “I know

that, and that’s great with

Dennis Ferraro, a con-
servation biologist/her-
petologist and professor
of practice in the School
of Natural Resources, is
one of Jonas’ favorite peo-
ple on campus and has
the same birthday as
Jonas.

“He would go home
with Dennis in a heart-
beat,” Pyle said.

Ferraro often shares
beef jerky from his lunch
with Jonas and some-
times takes Jonas for
walks in the Hardin Hall
prairie when Pyle is busy.
Jonas surprised Ferraro
on one of these walks
when the normally well-
behaved dog chased after
a rabbit, pulling Ferraro
with him.

“In retrospect, this gave
me an improved appreci-
ation for Jonas as a ca-
nine, indicating that
some of his ancestral wolf
DNA still influences his
behavior,” he said.

Ferraro said Jonas fits
perfectly in the School of
Natural Resources, where
faculty and students em-
brace relationships with
animals and nature.

“It is a very tranquil en-
counter especially during
stressful situations and
times,” Ferraro said. “For
a domesticated canine,
Jonas adds a
‘natural/wildlife’ relief
from an indoor human-
centric atmosphere.”

SAVE THE DATE

Immunization Team Coming
To Thomas County

West Central District
Health District’s immu-
nization team is coming
to Thomas County in
March.

The team will be at the
Thomas County Court-
house in Thedford, Tues-
day, March 18, from 12:30
to 2:00 p.m. CT.

Appointments are pre-
ferred. You may call 308-
221-6831 for more
information.

Free radon Kits are also
available. Services avail-
able include:

+ Influenza (Flu) Vac-
cines

- COVID-19 Vaccina-

tions

+ Pediatric Immuniza-
tions

+ Adult Immunizations

- Travel Immunizations
(available upon request)

- Blood Pressure Checks

WCDHD participates in
the Vaccines for Adults
Program (VFA) and the
Vaccines for Children
(VFC) programs for those
uninsured or underin-
sured.

Parent/legal guardian
must be present for chil-
dren 18 and younger.
Legal guardians must
show proof of guardian-
ship.

Village discusses building
debris disposal

The Village of Thedford
met for a regular
monthly meeting Mon-
day, March 3, and topics
of discussion included
the purchase of the trash
truck, and accepting the
third readings and adopt-
ing Ordinances 2025-1
and 2025-2.

Ordinance 2025-1 is the
sexual predator ordi-
nance and Ordinance
2025-2 set water and
sewer trash rates.

The board discussed
building debris disposal.
There is signage at the
transfer section directing
people to call the mainte-
nance person before dis-
posing of bulk trash.

Robert Mills, mainte-
nance, verified he had
not been called about dis-
posal of bulk trash at the
transfer station and the
clerk verified she had not
been notified of the need
to dispose of the bulk
trash found at the trans-
fer station.

Clerk Ronda Haumann
said she had an inquiry
about bulk trash disposal
in February and she had

informed the caller it
would be best for them to
get a rolloff for the
amount of debris they
would have and the per-
son did so.

Patrons are reminded
the monthly household
trash fee is for household
trash only and she re-
ported the owner of the
house the bulk building
debris came from had
not notified her about
purchasing the house
and an account had not
been set up.

Village board members
discussed there were 10
of the 11 dumpsters at
the transfer station filled
with building material.
Robert Mills had watched
the camera footage and
had recordings of trash
being dumped and who
was dumping it. The
owner of the house will
be billed $850.00 for the
building debris in the
dumpsters at the transfer
station.

Full board proceedings
of the village’s March
meeting may be found on
page 10 of this issue.
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